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The publication received much appreciation, and Colonel Saxzon, a
member of the Court of Directors of the East India Company, made
a suggestion for an English translation. This work, which was
undertaken by Mr. Roberts himself on his return to India, was not
brought to completion, but the author revised his book and pub-
lished a second improved edition of it in 1854. Asar-us-Sanadid has
the distinction of being the first publication which contains the fac-
similes of Muslim inscriptions of India. Another work worthy of
notice on the subject is the Miftdh-ut-Tawarikh, which was written
in Persian by Mr. Thomas William Beale, a clerk in the office of
the Board of Revenue, North-Western Provinces of Agra and Oudh,
and published in 1849. It contains a collection of chronograms,
together with the inscriptions on certain ancient buildings in India.
The activities of the Archaeological Department, constituted in
the year 1862, were originally restricted to the survey of ancient
monuments, and such Muslim inscriptions as had been borne by
those monuments were printed in the periodical reports or mono-
graphs published in that connection. Subsequently, when the
Epigraphia Indica was started with a view to collecting and publish-
ing epigraphical records in one place, Muslim inscriptions formed a
component part of the scheme, but that periodical happened to be
mostly devoted to Hindu antiquities: out of its seven volumes,
which form the Imperial Series and cover the period from 1888-
1903, it is only the second which is found to deal with a few Muslim
epigraphs. This defect was, however, realized, and in 1903 a part-
time post of Epigraphist for Muslim Inscriptions was created to
publish a record in a separate journal, to be entitled Epigraphia
Indo-Moslemica. The first issue for the year 1907-8 was published
under the editorship of Dr. (now Sir) E. Denison Ross; it contained
four articles on certain inscriptions in Gulbarga, Berar, Fort of
Daulatabad, Hyderabad and Golconda City by Major (later Lieut.-